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In All For Jesus, the attention of the reader is brought to the fingerprints of God that can be clearly seen on the work and history of the Christian and Missionary Alliance. The Alliance’s founder, A.B. Simpson, truly lived his life All For Jesus. It was his hope that all would know the joy  and fullness of life that comes with giving one’s all to the Lord. This spirit, motivated by a love for the lost, is what characterized the movement. Simpson’s life focus was on spreading the Gospel to the farthest reaches of the earth, a history that has now given rise to a legacy that has carried on for generations. 

 A major distinguishing feature of Alliance ministry and history is its focus on mission. In keeping with this, the authors are careful to point out that compiling a history cannot merely serve to help us remember. The Alliance is less about a “Memory” as it is an on-going “Movement”. 

The book walks the reader through various phases of the movement, beginning in Part 1 with its “Formulation” from 1873 to 1881 – comprising the first three chapters. Simpson says of the stern mould of his early life: “I cannot say I wholly regret [it]. It taught me a spirit of reverence and wholesome discipline, for which I have often had cause to thank God…” (p. 18). This entire section demonstrates, therefore, on the example of Simpson, how God first deals with us, as individuals, in preparation for doing His work. 

In addition, though not necessarily put in exactly these terms, the book clearly highlights the importance of tarrying for the power, for it was Simpson’s further encounter with the power of the Holy Spirit and a physical healing that became pivotal in shaping his personal relationship with God and his theology. The impetus behind his passion for missions was a desire to carry this power to others who were not yet walking in a knowledge and understanding of the deeper life.  

Part 2 covers the launching of, and crisis points in, the movement, having begun as two cooperating arms: an Alliance of Christians and an Alliance of Missionaries, for the latter of whom a Training Institute was founded. A major point of crisis was the split over the Evidence Doctrine, which caused a deep rupture in the structure of the organization. Some one-third of C&MA followers left to join the newly formed Assemblies of God movement. 

Part 3 covers the war-time and depression era of 1912-1936, when the Alliance lost many workers due to WWI and suffered from lack of manpower. God’s call on the life of Harry M. Shuman caused a turning point in the history of the movement, as, in part due to his dedication and giftings, the movement began to regain momentum. 

Part 4, entitled Acceleration, looks at the period from 1937-1987 when the Alliance began to grow in size, influence and global coverage in the 1960s and 70s. By this time the movement had increased in number to such a point that it had to form a denomination. 

If in “doing church” we do not remain true to Simpson’s original aim, if we are not doing All For Jesus, our efforts will ultimately be fruitless. Let us make Simpson’s original prayer for this movement our own. Let us be continually reminded that the C&MA, although formed as a group (i.e. denomination) is nothing of the kind. It was and remains a vision. That does not mean to sit passively in our pews hoping they will come, but to go to meet the lost wherever they may be, even to the uttermost parts of the earth, and to show them Jesus. 

